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eBook Readers ïa bewildering range
Å Ectaco jetBook

Å BeBook

Å iRex iLiad

Å Cybook

Å Hanlin V2 

Å Foxit eSlick

Å Kindle

Å Sony eReader

Å B&N Nook
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What devices are students using?

ÅeBook readers ïwill students invest $200+ (or 

$489 for Kindle DX) for a single-use device?

ÅóReaderô of choice may be laptop ïor iPhone

Å90% of students starting at U. North Carolina have 

a laptop

ÅLaptopôs multi-functional capability

limits number of devices needed

ÅAccess to librariesô aggregated 

collections (NetLibrary, MyiLibrary) 

ïbut issues with IP authentication
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eBook Tools: Future devices?

ÅApple óiPadô ïfuture of eReaders?

ÅMay provide - in addition to eReader - basic 

computing, movie viewing , gaming, 3G wireless, 

music, applications (as for iPhone) etc.

Åin October, one out of every five new apps 

launching in the iPhone was a book



Copyright 2008 Ingram Industries, Inc.Copyright 2008 Ingram Industries, Inc.

Formats

ÅeReaders are restricted by formats they can 

display

ÅProprietary formats (BBEB, Kindle) do not 

(currently) promote use across devices

ÅePub is prevalent, but tables/images do not 

format well ïand little backlist available

ÅePDF preserves page fidelity, but becomes 

illegible on smaller screens
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Digital Rights Management

Å Restrictions on use of titles ïprint, e-mail, 

share

Å Some favour DRM-free (OôReilly) ïbut most 

are protective

Å Models that ócheck outô titles can be frustrating, 

especially in academic setting
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Should libraries provide readers?

ÅFactors to consider:

ÅCost ïof supply and maintenance

ÅRapidly changing technology

ÅFormat compatibility

ÅBetter to invest in services that provide to 

existing devices

ÅMajority of students already have a laptop which 

is capable of viewing multiple formats
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eBooks: Which content works?

ÅHumanities/social sciences  - the eBook often 

more useful as ófinding toolô

ÅReference books - basic search-and-retrieve ï

ideal in online setting, but size of books can be 

impediment to eReader use

ÅGraphic-heavy titles

ÅóTradeô titles ïreading for pleasure(?)

ÅAudio books
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What models are in place?

ÅInternet access to library collections

ÅDownloadable books ïtime limited or multiple 

rent/purchase options

ÅSony partnership with Overdrive allows library 

patron to check out books downloaded to PC 

ÅPublishers open to matching existing titles in a 

physical collection with eBooks
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Pricing of eBooks for libraries

ÅPublishers looking to preserve revenue

ÅLargely settled at óon parô with hard copy

ÅIn some cases publishers looking at e-journal 

type models:

ÅPrice for library at multiples of single copy

ÅIndividual price on par or discounted

ÅSome exploring options for individual ownership 

directly from the library (digital version of 

Springerôs MyCopy)
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Models for Textbooks

ÅTextbook solutions for a library setting are 

harder to model

ÅPublishers expect considerable per-capita return 

on textbooks - must be balanced by an 

equivalent óbuyô in the library

ÅCould libraries act as the eTextbook repository 

for an institution?
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Audio - Media Manager
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E-Textbooks ïbook library


