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Introduction

The Patterson Family papers were accessioned into Dunbar Library’s Special Collections
and Archives in December 1991. The collection was donated by Montgomery County Historical
Society. The papers date from 1780 thru 1970 and fill 12 Hollinger boxes and 3 Records Center
boxes, approximately 9 linear feet. The collection is arranged into 7 series as follows:

Series 1:
Series 2:
Series 3:
Series 4.
Series 5:
Series 6:
Series 7:

Family Correspondence

Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Financial Records and Receipts

Scrapbooks

Miscellaneous Materials

Photographs

Newspapers

There are no restrictions on the use of this collection. Related Collections include the
Edith McClure Patterson Papers (MS-231), and the Tecumseh Papers (reels 118-120) and the
Robert Patterson Papers (reel 95), from the Draper Manuscripts.

Please note that the Patterson Family correspondence during the Civil War is now available
online through our campus repository, CORE:
http://core.libraries.wright.edu/handle/2374.WSU/5725



http://core.libraries.wright.edu/handle/2374.WSU/5725

Brief Biographical Sketch

Colonel Robert Patterson (1753-1827) was born in Pennsylvania and immigrated to
Kentucky in 1775 where he founded the City of Lexington. Patterson fought in the
Revolutionary War and in Indian campaigns with George Rogers Clark, and in 1786, was
commissioned a colonel. Patterson later moved across the Ohio River and became one of the
three original founders of the City of Cincinnati in 1788. In 1802 he moved into the Miami
Valley and settled near Dayton. Col. Patterson continued his military career on the Ohio frontier,
and was commissioned as a Quartermaster during the War of 1812. Along with his military
activities, Col. Patterson farmed and raised eight children with his wife, Elizabeth (Lindsay) on
the family farm, “Rubicon”, which was located two miles south of the City of Dayton. He also
operated a lumber mill with the aid of his youngest son, Jefferson Patterson (1801-1863).

Jefferson Patterson was raised in Dayton, Ohio, on the family farm, which he inherited
along with the lumber mill on the death of his father. Jefferson’s marriage to Julia Johnston
(1811-1897) united two of Ohio’s most famous pioneer families. Julia was the daughter of Col.
John Johnston (1775-1861), a well-known Indian agent and trader in Piqua, Ohio. A native of
Ireland, Johnston immigrated to America in 1786. He served in the supply business for Wayne’s
army in 1793-1794, and in Fort Wayne, 1798-1812. In 1812, he was appointed Indian agent at
Upper Piqua, Ohio.

Jefferson and Julia Johnston Patterson had 14 children. One, John H. (1844-1922) gained
national prominence. With his brother Frank J. (1849-1901), John H. Patterson co-founded the
National Cash Register Company in Dayton in 1884. As president of NCR, he developed the
cash register into an indispensable commercial tool, and his innovative marketing and employee
relations practices revolutionized American business. He was also very active in local civic
affairs and was instrumental in the formation of the city manager style of government in Dayton.

A detailed Patterson Family genealogy is located in Box 14, File 39. Family histories of
the Johnston Family are in Box 13, Files 20, 21, and 26, and a family history of the Pattersons is
located in Box 13, File 28. Scrapbook #10 also contains extensive biographical material on Col.
John Johnston.



Scope and Content

The Patterson Family Papers are an eclectic collection of financial and business records,
family correspondence, scrapbooks, 19™-Century newspapers, family histories, and photographs
which document three generations of Patterson and Johnston Family personal and business
matters. The researcher should be aware that both Col. Robert Patterson and Col. John Johnston
gave significant portions of their papers to Lyman Draper, who was gathering documents to
write a history of the American frontier in the nineteenth century. These documents are available
in the Draper Manuscript microfilm, reels 95 and 118-120, in Special Collections.

Series I, family correspondence, consists of letters exchanged between members of the
Patterson and Johnston Families. Correspondence in this series is arranged chronologically
within each folder and the span dates are 1810-1867. Col. Robert Patterson’s letters cover the
years 1810-1829 and consist of correspondence from the Colonel to various family members,
friends, and associates. Majorities of the letters are addressed to his son, Francis, and pertain to
business matters. Another portion of correspondence consists of letters from Col. John Johnston
to his daughter and son-in-law, Jefferson and Julia Johnston Patterson. These letters cover the
years 1832-1860 and discuss Johnston’s business as an Indian agent and trader in Piqua, family
and health matters, gossip, and advice. Another set of letters are from Rachael Johnston to her
daughter, Julia, and span the years 1833-1840. Childbirth, children, health, and miscellaneous
family matters are the major topics of discussion in these letters. Of particular interest in this
series are the letters to Julia Johnston Patterson from four of her sons who served in the Union
Army during the Civil War. A complete transcription of these letters is contained in Box 14, File
41. The Civil War correspondence is now available online in CORE:
http://core.libraries.wright.edu/handle/2374.WSU/5725

Series Il and 111 contain business and financial records covering the years 1780-1963. The
bulk of the records, however, are in the 19" century. These records relate primarily to the
operation of the Patterson family farm and lumber mill. A portion of Col. Robert Patterson’s land
surveys and Quartermaster records are also included. A major portion of Series Ill, receipts and
financial records, is composed of short notes from customers directing the Pattersons to deliver
to the bearer of the note a certain amount of unspecified goods. Some of the correspondence in
Series Il is personal, but the major portion is business and legal in nature. The papers in these
two series are arranged chronologically and the span dates are 1780-1963 for Series I, and 1790-
1869 for Series I1I.

Series IV consists of 17 scrapbooks compiled under the supervision of John H. Patterson.
These scrapbooks are an eclectic collection of letters and cards, news-clippings on a wide range
of subjects, certificates, memorabilia, business and school records, photographs, and family
histories. The materials that were not glued down onto pages were placed in file folders and
arranged into groups by scrapbook. Of particular interest are scrapbooks 1 and 2, which contain
Patterson Family histories and John H. Patterson personal history, and scrapbook 10, which
contains material on Col. John Johnston.


http://core.libraries.wright.edu/handle/2374.WSU/5725

The miscellaneous materials in Series V include a Patterson Family genealogy and family
tree, materials regarding the Patterson Family Homestead, and three Saturday Evening Posts,
published in 1953, which contain articles on John H. Patterson and the National Cash Register
Company.

Series VI, photographs, contains a print of a painting of Col. John Johnston, a Jane Reece
photographic print of Frank Stuart Patterson, a number of images from the 1913 Dayton Flood, a
lithograph of J.H. Patterson, and a file of photographs of Edith McClure Patterson who was a
niece of John H. and involved in local and state Republican politics during the 1930’s and 40’s.

Series VII, newspapers, consists of 25 single editions of various newspapers, mostly from
Dayton, Cincinnati, and Piqua published during the Civil War and earlier.



Container Listing

Series I: Family Correspondence

Box File Description

1
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From Col. Robert Patterson

From Col. Robert Patterson

From Col. Robert Patterson

From Col. John Johnston

Col. John Johnston to Julia & Jefferson Patterson

Col. John Johnston to Julia & Jefferson Patterson

Col. John Johnston to Julia & Jefferson Patterson

Col. John Johnston to Julia & Jefferson Patterson

Julia Patterson to Jefferson Patterson

Jefferson Patterson to Julia Patterson

From Jefferson Patterson

Rachael Johnston to Julia (Johnston) Patterson

Patterson Family Civil War Correspondence (available online)
Patterson Family Civil War Correspondence (available online)
Patterson Family Civil War Correspondence (available online)
Patterson Family Civil War Correspondence (available online)
Patterson Family Civil War Correspondence (available online)
Miscellaneous Family Correspondence

Miscellaneous Family Correspondence

Miscellaneous Family Correspondence

Miscellaneous Family Correspondence

Notebook with poetry and essays

Series I1: Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers

Box File Description

2
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Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers

Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers

Date

1810-1814
1815-1819
1820-1829
1809-11817
1832-1834
1835-1844
1845-1853
1855-1860
1833-1868
1833-1835
1830-1861
1833-1840
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1834-1867
1833, 1866
1867
n.d.
Ca. 1087

Date

1780-1789
1790-1799
1800-1804
1805-1807
1808-1809
1810
1811
1812
1813
1814

1815
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Box File

Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers

Description

3
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Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers

Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers
Correspondence, Business, and Legal Papers

Correspondence Re: survey of property between JHP and C.D.

Putnam

Correspondence Re: survey of property between JHP and C.D.

Putnam

Correspondence Re: survey of property between JHP and C.D.

Putnam

Series I11: Receipts and Financial Records

Box File

Description

1816
1817
1818

Date

1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1830
1831

1832
1833
1834
1835
1836
1837-1838
1839
1840-1849
1850-1856
1857-1859
1860-1862
1866-1869
1870-1879
1880-1899
1914-1947
1958-1963
1913

n.d.

n.d.

Date



OO WN B

Box File

Receipts and Financial Records
Receipts and Financial Records
Receipts and Financial Records
Receipts and Financial Records
Receipts and Financial Records
Receipts and Financial Records

Description
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Receipts and Financial Records
Receipts and Financial Records
Receipts and Financial Records

Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers

Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers

Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers
Ledgers

Ca. 1790
1800-1809
1810-1813
1814-1816
1817-1819
1820-1823

Date

1824-1826
1827-1828
1829

1820
1810-1829
1828

1830
1831
1832
1833
1843
1835
1836
1837
1838

1839
ca. 1830’s
1840-1849
1840-1849
1850-1859
1850-1859
1860-1869
1860-1869

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.



Series 1V: Scrapbooks

Box File Description

8

Box File

Scrapbook #1
Scrapbook #2
Scrapbook #3
Scrapbook #4

Description

10

11

11
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10
11
12
13

Scrapbook #5
Scrapbook #6
Scrapbook #7

Scrapbook #8
Scrapbook #9
Scrapbook #10
Scrapbook #11
Scrapbook #12

Scrapbook #13
Scrapbook #14
Scrapbook #15
Scrapbook #16
Scrapbook #17

Loose materials removed from scrapbook #1

Certificate for JH Patterson, Central HS

“The Invention Age”

“The Lucky Letter J” — clipping

Unidentified list

Certificate for JH Patterson, Commercial Traveler’s Home
Association of America

Certificate for JH Patterson, Nat’l Association of
Manufacturers of the U.S.A

Certificate for JH Patterson, Phoenix Light Infantry, Ohio
Nat’l Guard

Photograph, Stephen J. Patterson

Loose materials removed from Scrapbook #2
Clipping on local diaries

Clipping on local Native Americans

Military commission for William L. Patterson
Note to Julia Patterson

Birthday telegraph to Julia Patterson

Date

Date

1863
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

1895

1896

1895

n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
1861
1893
1895
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15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Box File

11 23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

11 32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54

JH Patterson note re: fixing greenhouse 1899
Clipping re: Frank Patterson n.d.
Clippings re: local history n.d.
Print and pencil sketch of Patterson Homestead n.d.
Shopping List n.d.
Calling cards and notes n.d.
Religious poetry n.d.
Greeting cards ca. 1895
Church newsletter n.d.
Description Date
Program & clippings re: Women’s Christian Assoc. 1892
Humorous Clippings n.d.
“Sonnets from Shakespeare” booklet n.d.
Medical pamphlet n.d.
Newspaper story on California Missions n.d.
Newspaper Article on shipwrecks n.d.
Misc. Printed Material n.d.
Modern men newsletter of Young Men’s Institute of Dayton 1896
Colorado Photo card n.d.
Loose materials removed from Scrapbook #3

Early Patterson Business Records 1787
Early Patterson Land Survey 1784
Early Patterson Business Records 1790-1799
Early Patterson Business Records — contract dated 1799-1801
Early Patterson Business Records undated post 1800
Early Patterson Business Records 1800-1803
Early Patterson Land Survey 1802
Early Patterson Business Records 1803
Early Patterson Business Records 1804
Early Patterson Business Records 1804-1806
Early Patterson Business Records 1806
Early Patterson Business Records 1807-1809
Early Patterson Business Records 1810-1812
Early Patterson Business Records 1813
Early Patterson Business Records 1814 and n.d.
Early Patterson Business Records 1814
Early Patterson Business Records 1814-1816
Early Patterson Business Records 1817
Early Patterson Business Records 1819
Early Patterson Business Records 1818-1819
Early Patterson Business Records 1818 and 1822
Early Patterson Business Records 1820 and 1822

Early Patterson Business Records 1823-1824



Box File

55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records

Description

11

12

65
66
67
68
69
70
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10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records

Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records

Early Patterson Business Records
County Diagrams — Townships

Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records
Early Patterson Business Records

James Powers letters to Col. R. Patterson

Goodlet Letters

McCalla Letters

Lindsay Letters

Letters to Col. R. Patterson
Steele Letters

Arthur Patterson Letters

Letters from James Nishit to Col. R. Patterson

Fragile Letter to Robert Patterson

Letter to R. Patterson from daughter M. Welsh

Letter fragments
Fragile Fragmentary Letter

1825
1825-1826
1827-1828

Jan.-Mar. 1829
Apr.-May 1829
June-July 1829
Aug.-Sept. 1829
Dec. and n.d. 1833

1830

1831-1832

Date

Jan.-July 1833
Aug.-Dec., n.d. 1833
1834-1839
1840-1843
1844-1849
1850-1855

1856-1857
1858
1859, n.d. 1850s
1860
1861
1862-1969,
n.d. 1860s
1870s
n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.
Mar. 23, 1799
Sept. 20, 1811
1804-1814, n.d.
1804, 1808, 1825
1807-1813
1807-1819
1813-1822
1816(?)-1824
1822-1824
1825
n.d.
1836, 1861, n.d.
1821
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26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Unidentifiable letter, very fragile

Letter to Jefferson Patterson from friends

Letter to Jefferson from Julia Patterson

Letters to Julia from Jefferson Patterson

Assorted letters to Pattersons from friends

Letters to Jefferson Patterson from relatives

Letter to Julia Patterson from John Johnston

Letters to Stephen Patterson from family and friends
Assorted Patterson Family Letters

34 Letters to Frank Patterson from J.D. Jones
35 Copy of letter to David Reed
Box File Description
12 36 Stuart Patterson Report Card
37 Note to reserve church pews
38 Recipes
39 Invitations and Calling Cards
40 Pamphlet
41  Frank Patterson Teaching Certificate
42 News clipping on Cholera Cure
Loose Materials removed from Scrapbook #4
Box File Description
13 1 Complete copy of Johnston Family History
2  Partial copy of letter to Frederick Beck Patterson and
Dorothy Foster Patterson
3  Copy of “Whites Among the Indians” by Julia J. Patterson
4 Copy of Johnston Family History by Col. John Johnston
5 Complete copy of list of Patterson Family Possessions
6 Copy of Irish letter of April 1, 1895
7  Patterson Family History by cousin Charles Anderson of
Kuttawa, Kentucky
8 Notes to John H. Patterson from Ashley B. concerning
cousin Harriet Patterson Nisbet
9  Family History — Col. Robert Patterson
10 Colonel Robert Patterson’s Will
11 Article on Col. Robert Patterson’s Log Cabin
12  Letters to relatives concerning family reunion
13  Correspondence of Mrs. Col. Jefferson Patterson
14 Newspaper Account of Blue Lick Reunion
15 Newspaper Account of Blue Lick Reunion
16  Receipt for goods dated Dec. 2, 1808 and Feb. 15, 1809
17  Program/invitation to Catoosa Springs Masquerade Ball
18 Dayton Evening Herald article on N.C.R. Convention

1788
1833-1868
1833
1833, 1836
1858-1860
1855, 1862
1856
1866
1861-1866
1868-1869
n.d.

Date

1867

1869

Date

1895

1895
1894

1882
1882
1882

Sept. 12, 1872



Box File

19
20

21
22
23
24

25
26

“Youth Section” of Inter Ocean Newspaper
Partial Johnston Family History by Julia J. Patterson
(pgs. 1-3 missing)

Loose Materials removed from Scrapbook #5

Family History & description of Johnston Family Crest
Letter to Frederick Beck Patterson & Foster Patterson
“Whites Among the Indians” narrative by Julia Patterson
Newspaper Accounts of the death of Mrs. Jefferson
Patterson

List of Possessions of Mrs. Jefferson Patterson

Family History by John Johnston

Description

13

14

27
28

29
30
31
32
33

34
35
36

“Reminiscences of the West” by Col. John Johnston
Partial Family History of Pattersons (pgs. 1-5, 7 maybe more
are missing)

Partial list of Patterson Family Possessions

Letter to John H. Patterson from Irish relative

Letter concerning monument for Col. Patterson’s grave
Action concerning the reclamation of the Patterson Papers
Report from Lancaster, Penn. On request for information
about Patterson ancestors

Letters to John H. Patterson from Irvine (Irving) Johnston
Tributes to Colonel Robert Patterson

List of the Property of John H. Patterson

Loose Materials removed from Scrapbook #6
1844 Stud Book

Account Books

Account Books

Bark Books

Early Patterson Business Records

Unidentified Contract

Business Card

Letter to Col. Robert Patterson from James Morrison
Almanac

Poster offering reward for Jefferson Patterson’s stolen horse
Newspaper fragment

Masonic Celebration Program

High School Newspaper

Fragmentary Constitution of the Miami Bible Society
Article from “Harper’s New Monthly Magazine”
“The Patriot”

Nov. 1863
Jan. 1895

Date

Apr. 4, 1884

Apr. 1, 1894
Dec. 23, 1894
March 20 & 23 1895
1895

Nov. 21, 1896

Pre-1801, 1828, and
n.d.

1824
1823
1827

1854
1863



17 Pressed Rose
18 Newspapers — Dayton, Cincinnati and St. Louis
19 Newspapers — Dayton, Cincinnati and St. Louis
Loose Materials removed from Scrapbook #8
20 Letter to Col. Robert Patterson
21  Newspaper and Magazine Clippings
22  Religious Publications
23 Misc.
Loose Materials removed from Scrapbook #9
24  Letters and Greeting Cards
25 Assorted Invitations and Programs
Box File Description
14 26 Newspaper Clippings
27  Newspaper Clippings
28 Photographs
29 Unidentified Photographs
Loose Materials removed from Scrapbook #13
30 Letters to Julia J. Paterson
31 Cards
32 Misc. Newspaper Clippings
33  Misc.
Loose Materials removed from Scrapbook #17
34  Dayton Newspapers
35 Tickets, Calling Cards and Prints

Series V: Miscellaneous Materials

Box File Description

14

15

36
37

38
39
40
41

Misc. clippings regarding Patterson/Johnston

Photocopy of: Particulars of an Immigrants VVoyage from
England to America by James Wilkinson

Church Pew Receipts

Patterson Genealogy

Material regarding Patterson homestead

Transcript of Patterson Civil War Letters

Sept. 19, 1953 issue of Saturday Evening Post
Oct. 3, 1953 issue of Saturday Evening Post
Nov. 7, 1953 issue of Saturday Evening Post

Album, “Pilgrimage to Patterson Memorial Center by NCR

1862
1876

1825

1892

Date

1896

1847, 1857

Date

1915, 1966, 1970
1857

1841-1857

1964-1966



overseas managers, Oct. 31, 1956
Series VI: Photographs

Box File Description

15 Col. John Johnston

J. Reece print of Frank Stuart Patterson
Misc. 1913 Flood prints

Edith McClure Patterson

John H. Patterson

Misc. prints
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Series VII: Newspapers (located in oversize Loc 52, Folder 3)

Loc Fol Description

52 3 18 editions of various newspapers from Dayton, Cincinnati,
and Piqua, most are during the Civil War era

Oversized Material

Loc Fol Description

52 4  Certificates
5 Assorted Newspapers (Lincoln Assassination, Dayton
Centennial)
6 NCR Working Notes Sheets

Date

ca. 1860
ca. 1915
ca. 1913
1900-1940
ca. 1900

Date

Date



