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INTRODUCTION 


The Charles M. Austin Collection contains 28 audiocassette tapes and a booklet with articles and 
other historical writings. The items were purchased by Wright State University Special 
Collections and Archives from Charles M. Austin on a variety of dates, the most recent items 
were received in February 2005. The collection is organized into one series consisting two boxes 
filling approximately .75 linear feet.  There are no restrictions on the use of this information. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Charles M. Austin is a Dayton-area African-American historian.  As an author, he has written a 
number of newspaper articles, pamphlets, and books on African-American history in the Dayton 
and Montgomery County area.  His books include a nine volume set entitled “The Historical 
Record of African American in Dayton and Montgomery County, Ohio: Beginning in 1802­
1920.” Other books include “Black People in Dayton and Montgomery County, Ohio from 
November 1802-July 1887: The Beginning of a Legacy,” and “Paul Laurence Dunbar’s Roots 
and Much More: A Scrapbook of His Life and Legacy.”  He has also written articles for 
newspapers on historical themes including the repeal of Ohio’s “Black Laws,” crime in the 
Dayton area during the 1800’s, the history of the segregated school district in the Dayton Public 
School System, and major events and celebrations in the Dayton area during the 1800s.  Finally, 
he has written a number of booklets including “Travelin’ in Th’ Footsteps: Fourth and Main 
Streets…Memories, Pride, Honor, A Corner of Respect,” Cast Down Your Bucket Where You 
Are,” and “Travelin’ in Th” Footsteps…The Dayton Youth Movement.” 

Along with being an author, Mr. Austin is a guest lecturer for local colleges and high schools, 
and has appeared at community events to discuss Afro-American history and politics.  He has 
also discussed African-American history and politics as a guest expert for a number of local 
radio and TV stations.  Many of these lectures and guest appearances are documented in this 
collection. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The Charles M. Austin Collection documents the results of Mr. Austin’s extensive research on 
African-American history in the Miami Valley, and particularly in Dayton and Montgomery 
County, Ohio. The radio programs and lectures recorded on the audiocassettes cover a wide-
range of topics including African-American social history, achievements of African-Americans 
in the Dayton area, particular Paul Laurence Dunbar, and the racial climate in the Miami Valley 
beginning in the early part of the 19th century. A detailed description of the topics on the tapes 
can be found in Box 1, File 2. 



BOX AND FOLDER LISTING 

Box File Description Date 

1 1 General Information about Charles M. Austin n.d. 
2 Detailed description of audiocassette tape topics n.d. 
3 Booklet with Articles—Black History Month, “Cast Down Your n.d. 

Bucket Where You Are” 

2 1 “Black History Awareness, An In-Depth Talk” From a Radio Feb 4, 1981 
Program on WYSO-FM (30 Min.) 

2 “Dayton, Ohio: Black History—Neighborhood Patterns” Radio Feb 2-
Program: Community Contact on WTUE-FM (30 Min.) Mar 1, 1981 

3 “Dayton, Ohio Area’s Black History” WDAO-FM “Back Page” Jun 14, 1981 
Program (60 Min.) 

4 “Dayton, Ohio Area’s Black History—Before 1900’s” WDAO- Jan 22, 1984 
FM “Back Page” Program (Parts 1 & 2) 

5 “Dayton, Ohio Area’s Black History—Before 1900’s” WDAO- Jan 22, 1984 
FM “Back Page” Program (Parts 3 & 4) 

6 “Methodology Used to Research African American History” Oct 26, 1986 
“WHIO Report,” Radio Station WHIO-FM (30 Min.) 

7 “Why the African American Church is Relevant” Black History Feb 7, 1989 
Month Speech at Wright-Patterson AFB (15 Min.) 

8 Black History Month Speech, “Dayton’s Black Legacy” Feb 12, 1989 
Tabernacle Baptist Church (30 Min.) 

9 “Dayton, Ohio Area Black History” WHIO-AM “John Rapp” Feb 19, 1989 
Program (60 Min.) 

10 “Dunbar and Race Relations,” Speech at Wright-Patterson AFB May 8, 1991 
(30 Min.) 

11 “Paul L. Dunbar’s Message, Race Relations—A Role Model— Jul 28, 1991 
Family Structure,” Speech at Carillon Historical Park (60 Min.) 

12 “Paul L. Dunbar: The Spiritual Meaning of His Legacy,” Speech Nov 25, 1991 
at Dunbar Homestead, Dayton, OH (32 Min.) 

13 “Paul Laurence Dunbar’s Trials and Tribulations to Publish Oak 1992 
and Ivy” 

14 “Paul Laurence Dunbar: The Man and His Message—His Mar 8, 1992 
Meaning and Significance to the Ages,”  Speech at Greater 
Dayton Library (Main Branch) (65 Min) 

15 “Paul L. Dunbar’s Trials and Tribulations to Publish his First Dec 22, 1992 
Literary Works,” City of Dayton’s Centennial Year Celebration of 
Dunbar’s Book, Oak and Ivy (30 Min.) 

16 “Paul L. Dunbar and his marriage”,  Speech to an English Class at Feb 25, 1993 
Sinclair College (35 min.) 

17 “The True Historical Relationship Between Paul Laurence Dunbar 1994 
and the Wright Brothers” 



Box File Description Date 

2 18 “The Link Between Crime of African Americans in Dayton in Feb 1994 
1940’s and the 1990’s,” Speech to the Concerned Christian Men 
(An Advocacy Group to Help Youth) (30 Min.) 

19 “Paul L. Dunbar’s Determination to Achieve Success Over Feb 11, 1994 
Adversity,” Speech to Class at Dayton Job Corps Center (27 Min.) 

20 “History of Black People Within the Dayton, Ohio Area,” DATV Feb 13, 1994 
Program “A Few Good Men” (60 Min.) 

21 “Education in the Colored School District in Dayton, Ohio” Sep 29, 1994 
During the 1800’s, Speech at McClendon Institute (35 Min.) 

22 “African American Presence in the Following Townships: Butler, Sep 17, 1997 
Wayne, Mad, Harrison—in the 1800’s,” Speech to Members and 
Guests at Victory United Methodist Church, Northridge, OH (30 
Min.) 

23 “Searching for African American Roots: A Methodology,” Talk at Apr 5, 1998 
Miami Valley Genealogical Jamboree, Piqua, OH (40 Min.) 

24 “History of Black Politics Within the Dayton Area: From 1820’s 
through 20th Century.” (A Lecture/Talk to a Political Science 

Jun 2, 1999 

Class at Wright State University) (40 Min.) (2 Copies) 
25 “True Relation Ship Between Paul L. Dunbar and the Wright n.d. 

Brothers (Orville and Wilbur),” Report to the 2003 Committee 
26 Truths: Revealed, Myths: Exposed” Lecture/Talk to a Political n.d. 

Science Class at Wright State University 
27 Revisited, “Paul L. Dunbar, Role Model to Emulate” Lecture/Talk n.d. 

to a Political Science Class at Wright State University 


