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Introduction

The Michael Caporale Photograph Collection consists of 356 photographs collected by Michael
Caporale. The collection was received in late 1995 by gift from Mr. Caporale, through Walt
Burton. The collection is close in provenance to MS 271, the Peerless Mayfield Collection.
Many of the images in both collections are similar subjects and clearly come from the same
sources. Users may wish to consult both collections to obtain a more complete overview of
Mayfield’s photographic legacy. The collection consists of three series contained in three boxes.
It is arranged alphabetically by subject. Inclusive dates are approximately 1880 to 1979.

Series I: William Preston Mayfield photographs

Series Il: Other photographers

Series I11I: Copy photographs made by William Preston Mayfield
Series IV: Oversize photographs



Biographies

William Preston Mayfield was born July 20, 1896, in Lexington, Kentucky. While working with
Dayton newspapers and his own studio, Mayfield photographed many key moments in Dayton’s
history, such as, the Wright Brothers flight experiments at Huffman Prairie, 1913 flood, as well
as aerial photographs of Dayton. Mayfield died in 1974 at the age of 77.

Berenice Abbott was born in Springfield, Ohio in 1898. She spent most of her life
photographing New York City. Abbott was also a major contributor in photographic education
by originating the photographic program at the New School for Social Research. Many of her
photographs followed documentary themes: Portraits (1920s-1930s), New York City (1930s-
1940s), Science (1940s-1950s), and American Scenes (1930s-1960s). Abbott died in 1991 at the
age of 93.

The American Colony in Jerusalem was founded in the 1880’s. The Colony made high quality
albumen prints and gelatin transparency images with applied color, for sale to European tourists
visiting Palestine. They were active between about 1885 and 1940, photographing scenes and
historical and religious sites in the Near East, with a primary focus on Biblical Palestine.

James Anderson was born in 1813. He was an established photographer in ancient Greek and
Roman sculpture and made views of Rome for the tourist trade. Anderson died in 1877 at the age
of 64.

Felix Bonfils was born in 1831. He photographed Middle Eastern people and scenes. Bonfils
died in 1885 at the age of 54.

Ruth Coleman was a world photographer. She photographed New York City, Japan, China,
Africa, Europe and other destinations across the world. Cones died in the late 1970s.

Nancy Ford Cones was born in Milan, Ohio in 1869. She was a member of the “pictorialist”
movement. Many of her photographs resemble paintings rather than photographs. Cones died in
1962 at the age of 93.

Andre de Dienes was the first photographer for Norma Jean Baker, who became the world-
known model, Marilyn Monroe.

Harry Ellis was born in Ohio in 1957. He was fascinated by common and daily scenes in
Europe.

Francis Frith was born in 1822. He set out to photograph every city, town, and village in the
British Isles. He also led many photographic expeditions to Egypt and Palestine. Francis Frith
died in 1898 at the age of 76.



Fritz Henle traveled the Mediterranean, India, China, and Japan photographing portraits,
documentaries, scenery, working for countless magazines. Henle died in 1993 and was
described as one of the “last great classical photographers.”

William James Stillman was born in 1828. He was best known for his photographs of the
Acropolis in Athens, Greece. Stillman died in 1901 at the age of 73.

Isaiah West Taber was born in Massachusetts in 1830. He was well-known for his photographs
of California scenery. Taber died in 1912 at the age of 82.

George Washington Wilson was born in 1823. He began his career as a portrait miniaturist. He
was the first photographer to have his photographs sold in cabinet size. His studio was one of
the largest photographic publishers in the world in the 1880s. Wilson died in 1883 at the age of
60.



Scope and Contents

Series 1 of this collection consists of photographs taken by Dayton photographer William
Preston Mayfield. Images include several scenes of the Dayton Flood of 1913, advertising
images, building interiors and exteriors, street scenes, and people. Building exteriors include
Dayton-area landmarks such as Memorial Hall, the Montgomery County Courthouse, the Dayton
Public Library and the N.C.R. company. Several other Mayfield photographs are of sports and
other leisure activities such as soapbox derbies, boxing, (including a shot of Jack Dempsey), as
well as magicians Harry Blackstone Sr., and Howard Thurston.

Series 2 of this collection includes a variety of examples of the work of many well known
photographers dating between the 1880s and the 1970s. The images are representative of the
work of these photographers and will be potentially useful as examples for the history of
photography. The photographs from other artists include aloumen prints featuring scenes from
late nineteenth and early twentieth century England, Palestine, India, Africa, and Grenada. Also
included are prints from the United States showing Yosemite, San Francisco, and other
California scenes, and New Mexico.

Series 3 includes photographs copied by William Preston Mayfield including an image of the
Montgomery County Courthouse under construction in the late 1840s, the National Soldiers
Home in 1872, and the Flood of 1866.

Series 4 includes views by various photographers including Jesse Tarbox Beals, G. Barrie, Ruth
Thorne Thompson, and Paul Briol. Also included are several oversized photographs by William
Preston Mayfield. Barrie is represented by an unusual early color photograph called a
“photochromie.”

Users should beware that copyright to these images may not be claimed by Wright State
University. It is up to any users of the collection to seek out and obtain correct copyright
permissions for any use of the images beyond fair use for limited educational purposes.



Box Listing

Box File Description

1 Advertising photographs

Aerial photo of Carillon Bell Tower, Dayton, ca. 1960
Aerial Photo of the City of Dayton, downtown

Aerial Photo, Dayton Art Institute

Aerial Photos, Denison University

Aerial Photos, houses

Aerial Photo, Trail’s End, Cox Family home

Aerial Photo, Middletown, Ohio, A.K. Steel

Aerial Photo, Memorial Hall and Steele High School

10 Aerial Photo, Portsmouth, Ohio, flood

11 Photograph of caged lion

12 Photographs, buildings, churches, exterior

13 William Preston Mayfield memorial newspaper

14 Construction photographs, Miami Hotel, Dayton

15 Construction photographs, Inter-Urban Railroad, downtown Dayton
16 Road construction photographs, ca. 1920

17  Photos of Dayton area businesses

18 Photos of Dayton area houses, exterior

19 Photo of Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra, Paul Katz

20 Photo of early Dayton road

21 Photos of Dayton streets, after 1945

22  Photos of Dayton water main break, 1949

23  Photos of 1913 flood, Dayton

24  Photo of 1913 flood and fire, Dayton

25 Photos of 1913 relief rally and reconstruction

26  Photo of fire disaster, Dayton

27 Interior photos of Winter’s Bank, Dayton

28 Interior photos of churches

29 Interior photos of factories, Miami Bread Company, ca. 1920
30 Interior photos of homes

31 Interior photo of library

32 Interior photo of Montgomery County Courthouse, Dayton
33  Photo of museum statue

34 Interior photo of office workers

35 Interior photos of restaurant, possibly Miami Hotel

36 Interior photos of retail stores

37 Interior photo of retail store

38 Exterior photo of Memorial Hall, Dayton, ca. 1920

39 Exterior photo of Montgomery County Courthouse, Dayton
40 Photos of Dayton landscapes, gardens, backyards, nature
41 Exterior photos of N.C.R. building, Dayton, ca. 1940
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Box File Description

1

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

Ground-level and aerial photos of a parade, Dayton

People, misc.

People, Dempsey, Jack, boxing

People, self-portraits, Mayfield, William Preston

People, magicians, Blackstone, Harry Sr., Thurston, Howard
People, Patterson, John Henry, in a sleigh with others
People, Dayton Fire Chief Ramby

People, Santa Clause

Public groups, Aetna Paper Company picnic, 1936

Public groups, county fair

Public groups, Dayton Daily News staff, ca. 1913

Public groups, Delco Light-Frigidaire company, Moraine, ca. 1922
Public groups, Island Park bandshell concert

Public groups, school scene

Exterior photo of Dayton Public Library

Construction, railroad

Railroad, Inter-Urban

Railroads, interior and exterior photos

Sports and recreation, Churchill Downs, Louisville, Kentucky
Sports and recreation, baseball, ca. 1925

Sports and recreation, polo

Sports and recreation, soapbox derby

Exterior photos of VVan Cleve Hotel

Exterior photo of YWCA, ca. 1928

Series 2: Other Photographers

Box File Description

2

1
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American Colony Photos, albumen prints, 1885-1900,#569 “Going to Market” and
#618 “Peasant Family”

Anderson, James, albumen prints, 1860-1870, “Baths of Caricalla,” “Ponte
Nomentano,” and “Roman Forum”

Anonymous, albumen prints, 1860-1890, portrait and Asian photos

Apothecaries, albumen print, 1850, Sri Lanka, “Man with Thatched Covered
Wagon”

Bonfils, Felix, albumen print, 1880s, “Egypt Neg 184,” “Egypt Taxis” (camels)
Citroen, Andre, silver enlargement, 1920s, “Heat Treatment Plant”

Coleman, Ruth D., silver gelatin prints, 1960-1975, photos of Africa, India, Far
East

Cones, Nancy Ford, silver and platinum prints, 1900-1920, portraits of rural scenes,
photo catalog

Derby, Keene, contact platinum print, 1900, “English Castle Doorway”

Dienes, Andre, silver print, New Mexico, ca. 1940, “Indian Girl”



Box File Description

2 11 Ellis, Harry, silver gelatin print, ca. 1900s, “Hamlet of Marie Antoinette”
12  Esposito, albumen print, ca. 1860, “Pompei Statue”
13  Fenn, Otto, silver gelatin print, ca. 1900s, “Marie Antionette’s Versailles Farm,”
signed.
14 Fiske, Geo, Albumen print, ca. 1880s, “Yosemite Falls”
15 Gallerie Contemporaiue, artotype, ca. 1900s, “Alphonse Daudet” portrait
16 Gallerie Contemporaiue, artotype, ca. 1900s, “Alphonse Daudet” portrait
17  Henle, Fritz, silver gelatin print, ca. 1940s, “Pablo Casalas,” and “Farm Girl”
18 Moulin, Gabriel, ca. 1927, Golden Gate Park, Japanese Garden
19 Nottman, Wm, ca. 1885, self portrait
20  Pettitt, platinum contact print, Ulswater
21 Rose, Stephen, silver print, 1963, “Marcel Duchamp,” signed
22 Rust, Thomas A, interior, Secundra, Agra, India
23 Rugg, F, silver enlargement, sepia, untitled, woman knitting
24  Skeen, Attributed to, aloumen prints, ca. 1870s, scenes from India
25 Sommers, Georgia, albumen prints, ca. 1860s-1870s, European scenes
26  Stillman, W.J., collotype-heliotype, ca. 1876, “The Old Homes House”
27  Taber, albumen print, Chinese restaurant in San Francisco, California
28 Tepe, R, still lifes, flowers
29  Wilson, George Washington, albumen prints, ca. 1890-1910, scenes from England
30 Winter, Charles, aloumen print, ca. 1880, “Strasbourg”
31  Waurthle and Spinnhirn, aloumen prints, glacial field
32 Zangaki, albumen print, ca. 1880s, oxen bathing at lake edge

Series 3: Copy photographs made by William P. Mayfield from unknown photographers

Box File Description

3 Photos of downtown Dayton, and flood of 1866
Photo of Dayton canal

Photos of Dayton homes

Photos of Dayton churches

Photo of National Soldier’s Home, Dayton, 1872
Photo of early fire engine

Photo of “Bill’s canoe place”

Photo of folk art, mosaic shrine
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Series 4: Oversized photographs by William P. Mayfield and other photographers

Box File Description

4 1 Beals, Jesse Tarbox, “Lovely Garden,” ca. 1960s-1970s
2 Barrie, G., photochromie, “Artifact,” ca. 1884
3  Thompson, Ruth Thorne, silver print, untitled, (2 nudes)



Box File Description

4
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388 Paris, St. Etienne Dumont
Briol, Paul

Jones, Ted

Mayfield, William Preston
Various artists

Various artists



