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Biographical/Historical Note:   
Hiram Ketcham, at the age of 39, was drafted into Service of the U.S. on September 27, 1864 to 
fight in the Civil War.  Leaving his wife and children behind, Ketcham reported to Circleville in 
the 12th District of the State of Ohio. He was assigned to Company G of the 67th Regiment of the 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry (O.V.I.). In March 1865, Ketcham was located near Petersburg, 
Virginia, where his Regiment participated in an assault on the Confederates.  On April 2, 1865, 
Ketcham’s regiment lost 66 men in the charge at Fort Gregg near Petersburg. A few days later, 
on April 9, 1865 Ketcham received word of Lee’s surrender at Appomattox C.H.  From 
Appomattox C.H. in the days following the surrender, Ketcham wrote accounts of the 
environment and his observations.  Discharged on June 28, 1865, Ketcham returned home to 
Ohio by train. 

Scope and Content: 
The collection consists of an original Civil War pocket diary written by Hiram Ketcham of 
Buchanan, Ohio, and a typed transcript. The diary begins with Ketcham reporting for service in 
early November, 1864. Ketcham was assigned to Company G of the 67th Regiment of the Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry.  He often wrote of camp life, including illness, deserters, rations, marching 
orders, picket duty, drills and inspections, letters from home, weather, and attempts to handle 
home affairs via letter post.  From time to time he also wrote about specific soldiers in the camp.  
In late March, 1865, Ketcham was camped near Petersburg, Virginia, and on April 2, 1865 he 
wrote a detailed account of his Regiment’s movements and its loss of over 60 men in the charge 
at Fort Gregg near Petersburg. Writing from Appomattox C.H. in the days following Lee’s 
surrender on April 9, 1865, Ketcham described the environment and activities he witnessed, 
including the exchange of prisoners. The following entries in the diary describe marching 
through the countryside and observing the aftermath of the war.  The final entry in the diary, 
dated June 30, 1865, leaves off with Ketcham waiting for the western train on the Central Ohio 
Railroad that would take him home. 

Subject Terms: 

Persons/Families 
Ketcham, Hiram, 1825-

Subjects 
United States. Army. Ohio Infantry Regiment, 67th (1861-1865). Company G.  

Material Types 
Diary 

Collection Inventory 

Hiram Ketcham Civil War Diary 
Box File Description Date 
1 1 Transcript (please use for reference in place of original) 

2 Diary Nov. 13,1864-June 30, 
1865 

2 


